NUMBER XXXIi. 
To be continued every SATURDAY. Price Two-pence Halfpenny. 


OSA TUR DA Y, Janmery, 


} 


H E author of the following letter, has taken a 
great deal of pains to refute fome late affertions 
of a writer, who has been detected in fo many 
malicious fathoods, and has rendered himfelf 
fo notorioug for rancouf, fcurrility, and non- 
fenfe, that Phave Jong thought him unworthy 
of a particular reply ; and I give a place to this 
letter for no other reafon, but to thew my re- 
gard to a worthy correfpondent, who {eems to have at heart the 


caule of innocence and truth, 
To the BRITON. 


Pallefcit invidid, liver pracordia edit. 


S 1 R, 


F you think the following is of any ufe to fupport the caufe of 
truth, ‘tis at your fervice: if not, throw it afide, and excufe 

the trouble. | 
Ir is pleafant enough to obferve the miferable thifts which fe- 
dition is pow put to, in order to maintain its ground, Ever fince’ 
the commencement of the prefent adminifiration, till the mect- 
® ing of the parliament, its emiffaries feemed to triumph in the fond 
perfuafion, that almoft the whole nation was on their fide, They 
endeavoured, by all poffible ants, to inflill a belicf into the people, 
‘that as foon as thatangutt bodyfhould meet, they would overture 
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all the meafures the miniftry had taken, difgrace their perfons, 
and bring fome of them, at leaftto a—: we have read long ago 
in their papers, of “ crufhing the afpiring wretch who mounts to 
« power by fuch means; of dragging him from behind the throne, 
“* if he fhould take fhelter there; and of carrying him to Tyburn, to 
« receive the punifhment due to his crimes.” I wrong them not, 
for they are the identical words of the North Briton and Moni- 
tor. But by the late proceedings of the reprefentatives of the na- 
tion, they feem to have received alfevere mortification, and to be 
putto an abfolute ftand, both as to what they fhould fay and do. 
They now find they have reduced thenifelves both to the ftate 
and name (in the proper fenfe of the word) of a faCtion, as they 
ftill continue in a fixed oppofition to the legal conftitution of this 
realm, vefted in the King, Nobles, and Commons, efet-with 
difficulties in this fituation, as they are not infenfible it breaks the 
neck of the favourite caufe, which it would feem they are re- 
folved to adhere to, right or wrong, they are now lalouri 
hard, bya curious flight of hand;~to- wriggle themfelves 
difgrace, and to fhiftthe load of contémpt from their own ffoul- 
ders to the backs of their antagonitts. | 

| Wuar led me to thefe reflections, was the perufal of the 
North Briton of laft Saturday. In that paper, the author more 
than infinuates, that he and his affociates are not.a fadtion, but 
that the K—g, L—ds, and C—ns, with their abettors; really are. 
In order to prove this modeft affertion, he fays, that ‘a few, if 
“ they have juftice upon their fide, are the true reprefentatives of 
“ the nation, and that the cppofite party, tho’ they are much more 
‘* numerous, area faction.” Unanfwerable argument! but who is 
to determine which of the parties have juftice on their fide; the 
Few, or the Many, that is, the legal reprefentatives of the nation, 
or a handful who differ from them? The North Briton declaring 
for the Few, his caufe is reduced low enough, when he mutt re- 
verfe the conftitution in order to fupport it. This is juft the plight 
in which every lover of his country would with to ie it. But it 
is to be hoped, he’ll make but few profelytes to this pernicious 
doctrine, which muft lead to abfolute anarchy and de(ftruction. 
No ftate ever was formed, fo far as I know, or cou'd fubift upon 
fuch principles. If this doctrine is orthodox, all the treafons and 
rebellions that have ever been fet on foot by a minor party may be 
juftified, What then will become of the patriots who figured, in 
the years fifteen and forty-five, in an oppofition, which this fame 
author could io commendably defcant upon, with a view to blacken 
a minifter, and fome hundred thoufands of innocent people who 
were no way concerned in thofe oppofitions; nay, who did all in 
their power to quell them? Tho’ | take it for granted, this North 
Briton will, for his own fake, keep clear of overt-aéts of rebellion, 
yet thefe are the very principles upon which avowed rebels pro- 
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FARTHER, it was the fafhionable dotrine not long ago, that 
vox popult is vox Dei; that a minifter, if he is but only unaccept- 
able to the people, tho’ no other objection can be laid againit 


him, ought to give way. Now, tho’ I could never fee either the . 


fenfe or reafon of this doctrine, vz. that the Sovereign thould lofe 
his prerogative, and a fubject his right, merely becaufe the people 
took it into their heads to diflike him, without afligning any 
ground for their diflike; yet it is plain, that according to this doc- 
trine, and confequently their own principles, a minifter ought to 
be continued when the vox populi is for him. Now, if this is 
the cafe, and fure they won't deny it, after they have inculcated 
this tenet fo long upon us, how comes it that they ftill perfitt in 
their oppofition againft the prefent m——r, fince it now appears, 
by the only way in which the people, according to our conftitu- 
tion, can give their voice, vz. by their reprefentatives, that he 
has the vox populi in his favour ? » Such a bundle of abfurdities and 
contradictions | never met with in any writer, who had the {mall- 
eft claim to honefty and good fenfe. A minifter thould be dif- 
carded, if he has not the voice of the people, and difcarded too, 
tho’ he has the voice of the people, @ gua parte hunc Proteum ca- 


piemus? We fee he can fhift and thuffe, and change his principles 


ju(t as it ferves his turn. This is always held as a good proof in 


the cafe of other men, thatiithey have no principles atall; that 


they have arrived at that happy facility of confcience, which per- 
mits them to veer and wheel about as their humour, caprice, 
or intereft inclipes them.  Theyfeel it is a troublefome thing 
to be obliged tobe always immment with one’s felf, and tied 


down bythe {tiff and form tu es of right and wrong, truth and. 


falfhood : they know that thefe*things are well enough adapted 
to the lower clafs of mortals, but that noble and elevated minds 
mutt al waggregard fuch with fcorn and deic- 
{tation 

Ay, bat, they,will fay differ from their reprefen- 
tatives. do they know that? They had 


once as fan Ropes Heperliament would think as they did, 
they find ie deceivedgthemfelves, It is probable they take an 
eftimate of the fentimentof the people from their own wifhes, or 
the few they converfe with but the general body of the nation 
may be of a very different mind from thefe. ‘They may not have 
the fame intereft in the continuance of war, and in extending our 
conquetts farther, that a particular fet of men in the metropolis 
has. They know they are fure to bear the greateit part of the 


expence, but are not fure 7 {hall ever receive one penny profit 
by it. They find, and they fay, they have not bought fugars a 


farthing cheaper; but more than that, dearer, fince they have 
been at the charge of conquering the French iflands; and they, 


fuipect alfo they would have had but a poor chance of coming at 
this 
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this commodity at an eafier rate even after the peace, if the whole 
of that trade had been engroffed by this nation, whereby the few 
that were concerned in it muft have ferved the greateft part of 
all the quarters of the globe, and fo had it in their power to fet 
what price upon it they pleafed to their fellow-fubjects. They 
know but too well already the effe@s of particular monopolies, 
and what muft have been the confequence of almoft an univerfal 
one. People fhould be a little modeft,, and for mere decency’s 
fake, content themfelves with fuch profits by the war, as are not 
deftructive of the interefts of thofe who chieflf{upport it. It 
cannot be very grateful to the landed, gentlemen, thofe whofe liv- 
ings are in the ftocks, or dependent,on! yearly falaries; to the ar- 
tifcers, farmers, to be carrying, on a war in this: manner, 
while a few are {weeping the gains of it into their own pockets. 
But (till lefs can it be agreeable to them to find themfelves abufed 
and reviled, becaufe they are not difpofed to ruin themfelves: for 
the fake of a few worthlefs jobbers, btokers, and contractors, ad- — 
ded to the feditious gleanings of a baffled. party. 

Ir the voices of the collective body of the people muft be had 
in this, and all othercafes, then we mutt, in order to gratify this 
egregious politician and his partizans, new- model our conftitution. 
Parliaments muft be laid afide; for they are ufelefs, when the 

' people come to judge and decide in th@ir own perfons. Some other. 3 

little contingencies too muft be provided for and infured, whigh, & 


yf Ihope, thefe gentlemem will take care of ; and thefe are, firft."g 
forum fufficient to receive the populi, and a.roftrum for any 
demagogue who is difpofed Order to harrangue~ 


them. It is certain we have nothing of this kind aswetcapacious 
enough; forthe Royal Exchang@awguld not hold the ten thou- 
fandth part of them. Secondly, it ought to be prowiged, that 

none fhould be admitted to has@iiiigue) but fuch a5 avemeapable of 
debating upon, and deciding in the mater mm gueftion; Wor, to ad- 

mit others, would not only beingceffary, but prejudicial. 
Thirdly, it ought to be provided, alfo, that fome {heuld be work- 

ing for the families of tle poor mé@fiBérs in theeountry, while 

thefe are attending the atiembly here, dif 
soo miles. And laftly, fome expedie 
fecure unanimity ; for otherwife we @Mall only make bad worfe ; 
that is to fay, that fome, as feems’to be the cafe juft now, thall 
not be for giving up North AfMerica as good for nothing, and 
keeping Guadaloupe, &c. as good for all things. Without this, 
we fhan’t mend ourfelves by the change one jot. 

{ PROCEED now toanother argument which this author advan- 
ces in the fame paper, to prove, that the K—p M—r—y, P—l—t, 
and their abettors, area faGtion, and. that is drawn from the ob- 
fervation you lately mace, that the recovery of Newfoundland ad- 
ded a freth wreath to the minifter’s temples. This he afferts to be 
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a falfhood ; and,’ as he fuppofes,’ that you herein {peak the fenti- 
ments of the fide you have efpoufed, he therefore infers they are 
a faction, becaufe they have uttered a falfhood: for he maintains 
that the minifter had no hand in the recovery of that place; on 
the contrary, >that it was re-conquered before any fhips arrived 
there from Europe for that end, nay, before any orders reached 
‘any commander by fea or land for that purpofe : in a word, that 
it was loft by the negligence of the miniftry, and recovered by 
the vigilancelof the American officers. Now, all this, I'll be bold 
enough to fay, isa moft deceitful and difingenuous account of the 
matter: for it appears, from’ Lord Colville’s letter to the admi- 
ralty, that he had received orders, dated the 7th of June, to en- 
deavour to defeat the defigns of Ternay’s fquadron,.'which ap- 
pears to be thenxgoing 2 meee that place, having given our fleets 
the flip. And the reafon why Lord Colville had not received 
thefe orders was, becaufe he had left Halifax, (to which place 
they were directed) in order to watch the French. It is alfo 
true, that thefe orders were iffued out exactly nine days after 
Lord Bute came into the treafury, for that wason the 29th of May. 
This, I think, may be reckoned as foon as the mini(ter got into 
his feat; for the noble Duke, his predeceflor, was fuppofed to 
be the minifter before. Befides, commanding officers are not to 
expect or wait for particular orders in the places where they are 
pofted and ftationed ; for their commiffions bear, that they are 
to attack and repel the enemy wherever they find them, as dif- 
cretion fhall dire&t them; and the reafon is plain, for a govern- 
ment at home cannot be fuppofed to know the motions of an 
enemy abroad: thus thefe. officers. had orders for what they 
did. I fhall conclude this point with the queftion, Who it 
was that gave Mr. Elliot his particular and immediate orders to 
go in purfuit of Thurot, whofe little fquadron he took ? Not Mr. 
Pitt, the then fuppofed minifter, but the lieutenancy of Ireland; 
and yet this very author reckons it among the glories of that 
gentleman’s adminiftration. Does no body fee from this in- 
fiance, as well as froma hundred others, that there is in this 
writer a perfonal rancour againft the firft of thefe minifters, and 
a blind attachment, either affected or abfurd to the other ? 

Anp this leads me toa fhort animadverfion upon another affer- 


tion of his inthe fame paper, v/z. that Mr. Pitt, a fortnight be- : 


fore his refignation, infifted, that four thips of the line fhould be 
to New fouridtand: The expreflion inffted, is, 1 fuppofe, to 
be underftood in the fofteft fenfe, as the gentleman who ufed it 
knew the refpe@ that was due to Majefty;, otherwife it may 


be thought to be of the fame ftile with Guzde, which gave fome 
{quea- 
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fqueamith people offence about the fame time. Farther, it would 
feem by this, that Newfoundland lay fome time unregarded, even 
in Mr. Pitt’s adminiftration. ’Tis pity the author has not told us 
how long. If it was from the time that a correfpondent of his 
informs us that he faw the troops from it landed at New York, 
it was a pretty while indeed: and it is to be regreted Mr. P+ 
did not fend thefe fhips in that'time. July and Auguft were much 
more feafonable months for that purpofe, than the beginning af 
Odtober, which was the time of his refignation, Jam, ~~ } 


SIR, | 


Hammer fmith, Dec. 28. | 
“Yours, 


~~ 


LQNDON: Printed for J. COOTE, at the King’s-Arms, in Paternofler-Roav, 
Where may be had the preceding Numbers, 
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